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DAS VOLK, DAS MESCAL ISST

FORT PIERRE IM MAI 1832

Eine traditionelle Zeremonie der Mescalero-Apachen 

George Catlin und die Lakota

Kugelkopfkeule (Karl-May-Museum, Radebeul)

MIT TÜRKISMOSAIK BELEGTE SCHÄDEL AUS MESOAMERIKA
Ein Nachweis der Echtheit des Athener Schädels

TOKA HEYA MANI WIN – DIE FRAU, DIE VORAUSGING
Das Leben und die Geschichte der Caroline Weldon
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Lucile Dreidemy, Johannes Krierzinger, 
David Mayer, Clemens Pfeffer (Hg.): 
Stimmen des Antikolonialismus. Eine 
globalhistorische Spurensammlung 
1615-1915. 
Wien: Mandelbaum Verlag, 2025.  
492 Seiten; € 27,00.  
ISBN 978-3991360667 

Martha A. Sandweiss: 
The Girl in the Middle: A Recovered 
History of the American West. 
Princeton University Press, 2025.  
268 Seiten; ca. € 28,00.  
ISBN 978-0691238418 
(in englischer Sprache)
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The bag pictured here has been part of Sergio Susani’s 
collection since early 2025. It is said to have belonged to 
the renowned Crow chief Plenty Coups (c. 1848/49–1932). 
This provenance is based on the account of Mrs. Debbie 
Arbib, a descendant of Charles Richard Spears (1860–
1938). Spears is said to have worked as a banker in Mon-
tana and advocated for the interests of the Crow people 
during his time there. As a token of gratitude, Plenty Coups 
presented him with this bag, along with a quiver, moccas-
ins, and other small bead-embellished items. While the bag 
was gifted to Sergio Susani by Debbie Arbib, the other ob-
jects are reportedly being returned to the Crow. 
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Umbilical Cord Fetish Amulets 

Among the tribes of the Northern Plains, umbilical cord 
fetish amulets – often shaped like lizards or turtles – 
were commonly used as powerful symbols of protection, 
health and strength. These amulets were crafted to hold 
a baby's umbilical cord, a deeply meaningful keepsake. 
Traditionally, turtle-shaped amulets were made for girls, 
while lizard-shaped ones were for boys. 

Plains Indian mothers treated their newborns' umbilical 
cords with great care. When the cord naturally detached, 
it was sewn into a small buckskin pouch, often deco- 
rated with intricate quillwork or beadwork. This pouch 
was initially attached to the baby's cradle as a first toy 
and later worn around the child's neck or tied to their 
clothing. The amulet was kept throughout life as a 
sacred charm, believed to ensure longevity, well-being, 
protection and strength. It symbolized the connection 
between the child’s life before birth and their journey 
through life after. 

Blackfoot / Aamsskáápipi-
kani, Pikuni, ca. 1880's. 
Native tanned leather, sinew 
sewn, bead colors are white, 
turquoise blue, white-core 
red, green and black, with 
eight tassels strung with 
greasy yellow, translucent 
yellow and blue pony beads.
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Richard Green Collection, Birmingham, Großbritannien
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